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us'a second language. To clarify X’s ‘meaning I've sometimes hid
"ﬁddle with spelling and syntax (ellipses and brqckets denote 1l e]
ts)—while trying not to overtamper, not to obliterate the specia
‘ his idiosyncratic prose.
a‘nzxs'nggy’s side o)} the correspondence is I:'ay far the more spare,
often consisting of a mere thank-you note in acknowledgment og
one of X’s lengthy letters. Yet sometimes Kinsey wo,u!d respon
Eith animation, drawn out by the rare amalgam in X s r_eportsbof
astonishingly frank details about his se.xual adventuring in cc;m :-l
“wation with bis acute general observations on the various cu ;m;f
nxual mores he encountered. Kinsey’s expansiveness grew wrt;V ’: e
ears, especially after the two men finally met in persor-i. . ;n
" Kinsey traveled to Europe in 1955, X offerpjd hlmse!f asa g;n e,
nd proved a remarkable one: socially ad‘ron..‘, sexually encyclope-
" ic. The private “tours” he armnfged for Kinsey put ‘tio Zest m’;y
ingering doubts the Indiana scientist may bave har‘bore a o;ct the
" Jeracity of the more sensationalistic portions of X s Iett;rs. eemf
was believing. Kinsey now fully grasped thc.u‘ X s lengthy reporls
" constituted a “World Guide to Gay Male Life,’ and one unparal-
" leled in sophistication and scope. X’s lettfifs were at onc.:; [a scrupuc-i
ously gathered storehouse of “raw data and a shre.w 3; gat;vge
set of interpretative generalizations—ones few professto:;a ;nr ro-
pologists (had they cared, or dared) could ‘ma.tch. Clearly X was a
man doubly blessed: keen appetites, ke_en ms:ghts'. ’ £ oom
Honoring my pledge to protect b‘rs anonymity, I'm only at ;
to say that when X first wrote Kinsey in 1951 lbe was an ufzmc'}::;:e
man nearing forty from an upper-class Scandinavian fam:!y.l ese
bare biographical bones may provide some context for eva 1;f:1tm_g
. X’s comments, but ultimately,!tbe imp{;rmnce of the letters lies in
 thei ent—and that is easily grasped. .
fhf;’(f fﬂ? initially prompted to contact Kinsey after re.adzr-:g tfae
- French translation of bis epochal boo;fe, Sexual Behavior in the
Human Male, which was first published—to a now fampus
uproar—three years earlier in the United States. Datelmea’l Tangiers,
- Morocco, July 27, 1951, X’s introductory ‘note to Kinsey was
uncharacteristically short but typically forthright:

1951-1955
DR. KINSEY AND MR. "X"

The letters excerpted in this article are between the great sexologist’
Dr. Alfred C. Kinsey and a European businessman berein referred &
to as “Mr. X.”” The latter gave me permission to publish the corre-.
spondence with the sole stipulation that bis anonymity be main-
tained. Still actively employed by a conservative foreign firm, Mr, %
X feels that the use of his real name could threaten his livelibood.
The correspondence between the two men runs to nearly four.
hundred typed manuscript pages. The original letters are housed |
(but have not been made available to researchers) at the Kinsey &
Institute in Bloomington, . Indiana. 1 would never have become &
aware of their existence—let alone come into possession of a com-
plete set of photocopies—had it not been for the forceful interven-
tion on my behalf by C. A. Tripp, author of The Homosexual
Matrix and for many years on¢ of Kinsey’s closest associates,
Indeed, following Kinsey’s death in 1956, Tripp saw to it that the
correspondence with X continued. He took Kinsey’s place in the
interchange and—substituting cassettes for letters—bas continued -
contact with X to the present day.
: Thanks to the generosity of both Tripp and X, those cassettes,
3 too, have been placed at my disposal, but I've not drawn on them
for this article. I have confined my selections solely to the Kinseyl
X correspondence of 1951-1955, and primarily for two reasons: |
unpublished Kinsey letters are likely to arouse the most interest;
and far less editorial work was entailed in selecting excerpts from &
typed pages than from untranscribed cassettes. 3
Now and then, some editorial intervention has been necessary. ::; , Dear Professor, ) .
A glance at X’s letters makes it apparent that he’s an enthralling 8 1 won't say: “excuse me taking t_he liberty of approa(?hmg
correspondent—yet also a man who only partially mastered English £ 8 you personally,” because you are seeking for the sake of science
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is taken from X’s first full-length letter to Kinsey.
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- . ourited on
: L : h you [sexually] could be ¢ :

a clear picture of our human sexual comportment and you con: S8 to have something to do “:’Lte Ii s ra[n the male intercourse Is not
sider probably every new ‘case’ one brick more on this big build- S8 your fingers ... Due to.t is so well known that it belongs in a
. . e ¢ 3

Ing you are erecting; but myself, I want to do as much that (@ allowed but in practice i

others are not going to suffer under the misconception of thigh

Scertain way to the Arabian picture of life as it made a indelible
chapter of life as I had to do. i

ehav-
ature of the Greek life of the Sth century BC The s;xuca:)ll: -
r of the great majority of the Arabs I;agam not tg fnent pE‘ferl
i i imal like without any refine ; 1
h our own and is anima
ilstsin not always “allowed.” The most normal way for.tl;er;: is
g . . . 1r
Bihe ar?al coitus very often also used in their mterc{oursz}a1 w;tue;iz "
: 1 s [to the
4 i ostitutes. The answer wa :
“women or girls or pr v e
A cause the sphincter is tighter,
" “Why men?”): more pleasure be _ _ he
] !'danng of V.D. lower and seldomer the viewpoint [1pr_os§et?3] :ﬁ ﬁu[
- i life not only a single individu
' pregnancy. I never found in my le | :
:Prfvghoie ;roup a whole population absolutely egotistic ar}l1d Zgoczr;t
ric in their way of sexual relations. For us l:.reryhoften 'ct ;zs at:cl[;ast
ar
isfaction i he knowledge that the other p ‘
atisfaction is bound to t ol et b
T joyi being together as one self.
“'as much enjoying the - s Arab think
i as not the long gap
o i erected immediately an :
only of himself, is s 0 £ g3
betfveen erection and final orgasm. ArLy for f;)r aftz:;pillilg: i 50
B csi i igi cessary washing after ea
. desirable to him. Religious ne ' hing e
E begi t the ejaculation has taken place;
L [begins] at the very momen : : -
4 erm can becom
 liar i or un-pure [nature] of sp !
. liar ideas about the pure el of epee
¢ i i ent. But what makes Ar ‘
. another disturbing moment. e
i i incli nusually temptuous
. European with these inclinations so unusu 5 x
1 i tial sex. To
i here is full with sex, poten
" that every Arabian atmosp . o
t}:155 an fﬁlrab has almost automatically the consequence tli:a‘t1 ht
’ f rns around and read in your eyes before you even t (l) g t
Al Lo TEE you _ g
~ of the possibility of taking him into sexual con_su:lm;atlon o
i 10 year old boys—shepherds—which were offering t f:msef B fo
1 iti i many 0
" me | i tition with each other. I saw
" me in a kind of compe ! Sl v =
: i rule is that the o
b i th each other. The standar t the ‘ f
S h f le social life gives o
; aracter of a male
. the younger one. The ¢ er of a m: , e
9 cour};e miny possibilities to this inclination. It E‘a ve}rly nso 5
: ' i ng they ,
i hey feel like doing somethi ey
. sexual life, whenever t e
L cither mas,turbating as very youngsters, or very (;ften if i[ss a]vail-
country with animals, or in town wherc\.;er and' w at::;i;t avale
£ i ost imperti
Tangiers, Morocco, September 1951 % able no matter if male or femalt‘z. Th; ;;:t Whenpan e il
0 ] " elf-assurance they have | experlfiqnce L e gome
g an
<+« I have been with them [the Arabs] now for more than | . long beard and doubtless more t y

: . 3 ing to pay
e . time asked me what I’'m going
three years and I venture to say that those Arabs who would decline * with him but [at] the same :

"

X went on to congratulate Kinsey “with a good deal of gra
tude” for his pioneering work and to offer to put at his “entirg’
disposal with all the knowledge I tried to gather . .. out of my}
own or out of comparison with others in all the countries I have |
travelled through.”

Within two weeks, Kinsey responded with a gracious note_:
thanking X for his offer of help. “For the most part,” Kinsey wrote,
“our data are secured by direct interview with our subjects.” (See
Wardell B. Pomeroy, Dr. Kinsey and the Sex Institute [Harper ¢
Row: 1982] for a detailed description of the interviewing proce-
dures Kinsey and his associates—Pomeroy being among the most
prominent—used when gathering and evaluating data.) “But there
is some value,” Kinsey continued, “to case histories that are written
out for us, and if you care to do that for your own history, I can .

assure you that the material will be appreciated. . .. In addition o
.. we should be glad to have a record of your comments and

observations on Africa.”

Kinsey’s prompt, warm reply was all the encouragement X 3
needed. Within a matter of days he sent Kinsey a lengthy report—
the first of what would ultimately grow to a remarkable and mas- ;‘
sive sequence. I feel privileged to publish here samples from that
sequence. Though lamentably brief, the samples do at least span
the entire period during which the two men corresponded (1951~
1955) and contain material from both men’s letters. I've chosen
excerpts chiefly from X’s descriptions of malelmale sexuality in
those countries—Morocco, Italy; Greece, Nazi Germany, and Tur- ._"
key—twhich he knew best and about which be wrote most cogently,

The letters are chronologically arranged. The opening selection

o
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him. If married or not does not make much difference. Affei

tion I found among the many 100s of cases I know as good a§]
never . . . j

Bloomington, Indiana, September 20, 1951
KINSEY TO X
(After thanking X for his letter, which had included a long
account of X’s own “case history,” Kinsey wrote:] :

+ -« I am particularly interested to know how the Nazis hans |
dled the homosexual question. We have the legal documents and ;
we have some of the published facts but very little first-hand infor-
mation from any of our subjects on the way in which the laws |

0t
were enforced. If you want to write me at greater length on tha
point, it would be very valuable . . .»

[In his case history, X had a';escribed having been picked uﬁ ]
by the Gestapo in 1937 a

nd spending two years in prison. Accused
of being homosexual, X had pleaded not guilty: ;

.. 1 had to avoid castration or dangers like that in the
moment where you admitted to be an incorrigible homosexual
type. . ..

During the trial I became entirel
was nothing to change in me and t
them was natural for me.

The day of the sentence I masturbated .-

in a kind of self-desperation in the way of: this damn sex business &

has brought you here, now take it, do it all the more. This uncon- ..
trolled attitude changed soor in a make the best of it and I started
reading, learning languages following up encyclopaedies etc, Even

Spengler was in the prison-library available! Masturbation once a

week. Loveletters to other prisoners—I was in confinement for one ' |

year. ... ‘i
After one year transfer to forced labour camp with 100s |

of other prisoners. Immediately were sexual relations taken 3

up; |

our room with 34 prisoners, had exactly 9 active couples'
homosexual persons—also convicted for this reason—and
ca. [about] 4, 5 other couples where one party was “normal.”
After some months these conditions were found out by the

of

authorities and everybody was separated from his friend and §

pective beds shown for special controls for his shame he felt for the crime accused of. I [remember]

red marks on the res
~ by the guardians.

y clear upon myself, that there ‘

hat [what] was un-natural for -

.
s

Al
i 1
b
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| November 16, 1951
X TO KINSEY

f A ,
?E:;Er;ss:g l-much for your kind letter, dated 10/20. 'm very

elieved to know that everything reached safely the por(l):flltls\ev::;
b i learn that my notes were
: for, especially pleased to : ! . °
':nd I\,/Iy l:t’h:a.nl'cs also for your reprints which I read with th
preatest interest . . . N . )
sr.eatEZfore I write you more upon the Nazitime and its ho;;o;so :, >

i oints

f us, let me take up some p

R i i If ick out among 50
arti mit myselt to pic
" articles. . . . 1 would easily com ; 30
-?:Irutropeans—but not Spaniards or Italians—the ones who hav

i i matter

L inclination of this kind [gay)]. There is always somel_thmg, noof v
bwhcther only a certain humility in the eyes, a pecu 1ara\i\:azb0m ol
: ing the shoulders, not to spe .
: the hands or moving e e

“(g)re evident signs of clothing. Some sT;iﬂ?;dutterar;g;sal(i)tfy!s );ex‘

er
i i the whole so well hidden p ‘
urprise can give away e
| i And most of our kind in |
ual basic structure. ' _ * quite cpart
* from eventual sympathy or antipathy like _to open Lhe ey
;‘fo'r a second and that’s enough for the esoteric knowing
k.
i i in’s mark. . ..
'~ proup. It is a kind of Cams_ _ i
> pA Russian soldier explained to me that in the army even d b
E h is oiven for the “crime” of homosexual activities an
i t is giv
_punishmen

i ivilian.
B i i Iso heavy penalties thrcaten.the civi
E" Rl:: laohlf ff:-:f); S(zn Ge:’mpany ... in the time of the Gir'm}?ln
3 WeimarYchubiic ... Clubs were en vogue, big balls were highly

i

B frequented by male dancers [in] female dressing. The cabarets made

" allusions, the movies even stal.'ted [to]. use th; r:sat:lajr[ a:)sf :ihsiglgiéig
. artraction. The literature ﬂm_mshed with pro ul: h mp oty 78S
i and sportive magazines, nudity clubs‘ ‘sent out t e:rl” e
. All the dozens of male clubs of the Wanclen.ro}(:gewm-e re 8 exce
. lent occasion and breeding place: for all ones l:v .(:ancc Ly
: the homoerotic atmosphere. This was the inheri >

- tOOk over in ’33. R

So we went to jail. The judicial procedure if it was cg:p:::%zg

. was handled by the Gestapo [and] showed:he mc¥ﬁeu; Ogt e

;;c.enes under the name of the “G'erman people. d . .e . iy
cate and intimate details were discussed, the judges
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‘l‘show many cases of Hs. [Homosexuality] Personally I found only
b very few Jews who were Hs.

[what] wonderful gesture the prosecutor formulated the sentenc
and climbed up to the climax of moral indignation when he said
“... [X] had wallowed himself in the muddy pool like a pig ..
Really, I had when I thought under these words on the fine bodie
of my mates only a pitiful inward smile. . .. very often [a] mos
refined Oscar Wilde-type became a prisoner number ... I met
priests, lawyers, physicians, authors, businesspeople in leading posi-
tions, artists. . . . it was seldom that you met apart from some gar-
deners, barbers and bakers types of the lower classes . . . T

Only church and half-an-hour airing out in military discipline
gave you the view of other human beings. Nevertheless relations
between neighbors—via the pipes or with the help of threads or .
after a certain time of experience with the help of the “waiters”— 4
developed and I never received so many love letters in my life as
in this time! I know of many relapses between prisoners, be it in
the dispensery, be it in the corner of a floor, be it in the short
minutes an old-timer showed a newcomer the necessary manipula-
tion for his manual work he had to do. I had one case where an
acquaintance of mine went as far as that to act sexually during
church service with the man next to him. Many cases of the “nor-
mal” ones discovered their latent innate [sic] inclination of this
character.

The attitude of the guards and “higher” personnel differed
very much; the older ones did not consider this group of prisoners.
as criminals, the younger ones were partly curious to make contact
with this funny species, partly did they represent the Nazi opinion
of this theme and treated us worse than the murderer. The leading
figures showed the full contempt for this aberration as it had to be
shown accordingly to the Nazi evangelium. The co-prisoners again

Bloomington, Indiana, November 23, 1951

KINSEY TO X
I have received your letter of November 16. We are very much

indebted to you for the additional information ﬂou s}t:n(cil allo?igv.c ll;
i ition to our files, for we have had rela

makes an important addition :

little information on how the Nazis had handled the h(l)!mos;:;i(ga:
question, although we do, of course, have all of the officia

; H

- documents. ‘ ‘ ‘

We are tied up primarily with our forthcoming volume on the

' female [Sexual Behavior in the Human Female (195_3)]. I am asl;(r)f:

you will be interested in it when it comes out for it gets.tﬁ) =
. of basic material which is necessary for understanding either

male or female.

I wish there was some way for us to meet, but I see no chance
~ of my traveling in your part of the world for some time to cor:::s.
Let us keep in touch, however, and perhaps some ﬁ:.;\y our pa
_will cross. Meanwhile, 1 wish you the best of everything.

Morocco, December 20, 1951

O KINSEY '
inTArab boy keeps very often with another Arab mate sexual

intercourse in the form of mutual anal contact. OIf: ctr:”:i;oE?!:(ll
reciprocal masturbationf. 'll'lhat refers also to \;’::-z;\(u;r; : ; ‘T
pean and Arab boys of the same age ... of the other
ime relations with girls of their own race or

f)“:nrzelrt:n;ﬁ those cases is no question of money m\folvt‘:d. l::tzsé):
varied strongly . .. Many ridictled the more . . . effeminate ones, as a difference of age exists, the financial —P}?}mt -galil:lsd::m;dent o,f
many were as rude as possible to counter-balance this suddenly too the older boy, 18 “’id} 15, has to pay. That aih thepboy or the
unknown tune of prison langudge. In the camps different methods 1 £ colour. The same situation occurs forfthif n}{il;t‘)ﬂ”on the street also
were employed: Sometimes 175 were all put together, sometimes younger . .. But in the conception 4 _t.F c;” one (they certainly
they were deliberately separated and even given to the control of subconsciously in the mind of tl'fe civi :ise_ H the Buroncsi &
coprisoners. There were some cases of agents provocateurs even in are much more civilised than,we in pas}s}e nmeas. at any tate. This
jail. . .. The propaganda took advantage of every case that gave & free ... [and] powcr_ful. Th.at s why he ;S tobp )i(c explanation for
a good loot, many industrialists, many directors of big concerns . traditional opinion is certainly the soundest bas

disappeared and with them their fortune. A particular feature of this phenomenon. , ) ¢ ‘other reasons too:
this time is that the persecution of the Jews very likely does not But they try from their end to give som
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The European coming to their countries get something that he can’t
get in his own country. (Only partly justified, correct that he can -
get it much easier without conventional complications.) One other
often heard point is that pleasure we are supposed to have in this
event is said to be bigger, [a] very silly objection as the Arabs are

as much looking out for the European as we for them and as their . £

whole sexual behavior points in this direction. The “traditional
viewpoint” weighs so much, that it does not make any difference
who is looking for. whom, it is always the European who has to
pay. In this connection it does not make any difference either
whether the European is the older or the younger. . .
has to pay ... |

The woman is still an absolute inferior being and not an equal
or better adequate companion to the man. The character of the
Arab society is that of a male one. The astonishing fact uttered
that among the Arabs is less love than among us. The relations
between man and woman can be of so incredible superficial charac-
ter that we simply can’t understand it. Often the sexual intercourse
takes place without more than the opened fly. The point of being

married or not does not concern actions very much. It often hap- §

pens that their own wife is “taken from behind.” The reason proba-
bly the higher tension of the sphincter specially in connection with

the just mentioned viewpoints makes this method more desirable. ¥
I tried to find out why the Arabs react so violently to the slightest ¥

touch of theif own back; usually the first area they are groping
around. What we arrived at was that the back is -the very male
realm nobody has to touch without offending the bearer or owner
of this domain of male strength and beauty par excellence. Another
strange feature is that the daily lif¢ of the Arab male is filled with

caress among themselves; going hand in hand is quite common, B
even the arm around the shoulders of the other guy is usual. Kissing ~§
on the cheeks not seldom, lounging and caressing in general the g

tule.

Bloomington, Indiana, January 8, 1952

KINSEY TO X

... The information that one gets from a traveler or from
persons who have lived in the country without making an actual
survey from a good portion of the population must inevitably -
_reflect their own viewpoints. For instance, we have extended notes

. it is he that = §
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~ from persons who have lived in Arabian countries for lﬁng per}ods
of years, and find that the Arabian ptlzople are very muc res(tiram.eh
and have practically no extra-marital st:xual activity an .wntd
homosexuality practically unknown. This reflects the restélc:‘e

~ experience of such an observer. Other persons have suggested tl ai
homosexual activity is more common than any type'of non-marital
heterosexual activity, and this I am inclined to belle.ve although 1
am still uncertain what the averages would be until we can get
something approaching a real survey of a good sample.' Your own
notes in the meanwhile, add considerably to our material.

Certainly the things you report in your last letter are in accord

with some things | have from other sources and_ your dlscus‘smns
of their attitude toward payment for sexual relations is very inter-
esting. If you have time to write us further; I shall appreciate it
and hope that some time we may be able to do more for you ...

Tangiers, Morocco, March 17, 1952

X TO KINSEY ‘ ‘ g

Is quite a time that has passed, since I r-ecewed your ]l]n
letter of January 8, 1952. But all my own affairs were in such a
pending state that 1 did not feel in the mood for writing. Let me

“go back to your letter: it really amused me to learn that some

people have lived with the Arabs and arrive at statemecrl:ts as} t(h)cf
ones quoted by you; where have those men their eyes and ears:
course, I can’t claim to give you any exact figure-basis, but I can
assure you that my judgment is bu'llt upon my many own experi-
ences, compared and filled out by llterature'and based on so many
conversations | had with Arabs on this topic. .

Yet 1 have to admit, that there are great differences between
the several tribes, the town-people and the countrymen, the popula-
tion of Tangiers with its doubtlessly .spccml conditions ?nd the
people of Marrakesh. But—these are cﬁffcr.cnces: that certalriily c‘aﬁ
be generalized and you have done so [m-l(ms.ey s 1948 boc;, ] wit
your grouping in City-and-rustic—populatlgn: just the same zppeps
here. I was up the mountains in the Spanish Zone and found quite.
a reluctance to my insinuating demands, people are proud and
reserved and hardworking. On the other hand the men from the
Rif-area are even known among the other Arabs as s?pe(_:lally p‘refer-
ring the intercourse with young boys. And thqse le—rrvloun‘tamfler.s
are extremely handsome, fierce and masculine looklpg in their
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Arabs,
“are all those Arabs homosexual?”
become a statement, as soon as sh

about the Shleus, a special Berber

guys can be bought by everybody. Here in the
also Algerian, area, I dare to repeat my pre
first of all: extramarital activity is undeniabl
that will be hetero-or-homosexual relation de
Stances; very often the choice will be directe
son. Out of my own experience I would t
way: out of 100 Arabs 98 would say yes, 1

would decline to kiss or to be
satisfaction (or femoral)
offer the same to you this
suggest anal intercourse in
to themselves. That here in this corner of Africa.

After three years I must consider jt almost impossible to find
any relationship that give

s friendship and sexual satisfaction -

Milan, Italy, October 31, 1952
X TO KINSEY

I'm sorry I can’t be of any help to you with respect to the
Lesbians. Personally I'm absolutely indifferent to this type and at
any rate not at all attracted. All my friends, all my many acquain-
tances feel more or less the same way about it. We all have our
work to do, then in the spare hours we will not lose a chance to
find what we are actually looking for. People as artists . .. who
are put together at work with female partners think different and
enjoy to have the female element in their life in thi
form. Also some types' I know who for one or
fond of night clubs and have to ljve a more so
me the same, that they enjoy to be together with those women,
who also frequent the same places and make it unnecessary to
struggle around with the hs, [homosexual] women,

The Milan is quite different type than

cially bound life told

the Roman or the

their hands linked into each other, she broke disgusted ou
Now then, this observation will
e arrives at home, and there w
are at this kind of report you speak about. You certainly heard
tribe from the Atlas mountains;
it is absolutely known among Arabs and non-Arabs, that thoge ‘
Moroccan, certainly |
vious assertion, that
e, secondly, whether
pends just on circum-
d by the material rea-
oday formulate it this
0 of those would later
refuse, if not given the possibility of anal intercourse, 30 of the 98 o
kissed, the great majority accept oral
» 5 would after having had anal contact
time passive and 2 out of the 98 would
the passive role as the most suitable one

i o s o
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litan. The Italians kept their individual features deSlgne(‘i] Ob‘::
B oo 'b ckground ... nobody knows better than you :
- hlsml?c :iroiment has to do with the development of .the sexua
Tﬁ:fito: g? the individual. Let me sketch fozl )(zio;yth: 11(:))1:21;2};];3;
i i surrounde
i mele 1115 gll-::v lsn;gnutie. ia‘edusleigz.e the parents are rrfaking loye,
R fere b 'gesthepolder boys are investigating what sex is for, a not
"VWherle r sterious mystery. He sees the older ones with crectmn;
poe myin and in their joking remarks about lt._He lays aéozn
¢ thf{i??ﬂ:irth ?Jther kids and wherever they are chzjlsmg around they
il fd n some e et o A el e
He will also notice that the gr ] st
‘ ContinuOUSIY;:dT?lccla]rl\lsl:{:lt:vtill]lalti;}:ieél?::zur in tl'}x)e streets of ngles
“ CﬂZZOlffi’: I;otels are located and where the shl_ps for Ca.plrl at:e
‘Whe'ret ;:-! %vill learn that it is easy to entcr.thls realm just by
ZICﬂVI!ﬂg- het a man has to have to be authorlzed. to say _he is 3
: havm%—lw aill learn of friends who made a fortune _m.th:s city, ;m
'man.'ll g Ws;ome other ones who suddenly quit t-hClr job and s Ew
B hses(:mne fine clothes and go to the movies and .elbom:h llg
B ties d wonderful dinners and trips into the country. Brot.esi
g ive if one does not make enough money, the ph}flsllc'a
hige coists so what? It’s also typical for Naples tha.lt you will, 1r;
o e)c(il's,:tsi:)_n to Torino, not find so many queens in the genera
et fct re, but you will notice 100’s of males who _mallce you
ndersear (Lil th’at they would be ready. In Torino I found it dlstas;e-
£ ' t the station ... half a dozen of all aged queens W Io
: ; ol to fseezf around some soldiers, who came th_ere in whole
b o anl“nfgor this purpose, worse than any streetgirl \',vould evecli'
- groflpﬁron_}’ a town with a rich and well-to-do pqpulatlon cregte}
dO_‘t- grflfn ?ent type of hs. than here. The Neopollta-n has certan}l: y
:!:lltai arar:g:d as bisexual type just like the Arabs with whom they

¥

4 have anyhow so much in common.

Also here Sailors play a special part in the s;:xual %?:;:c;, fth}z

to be considered by everybody as personal prop Ty of s

Set':lr'nu I have not heard of any case where a refusal wa;.dnvmS .to

g]alt:fd .one sailor and he could not sﬁo:vh:%:; -ﬁ:;dgz; tlhe vas o

; 'Send i 1rfplrte:ir;t;tilsv:ot;:;gcfn&tit; the Arabs hap;_)ened just the

lr;%n?a:otmitime some of them introduced me to their brc?thcrs or
same:

i
k.. 8
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friends because the
and it was not al
trivial as that,

There is still this point wit
I found more details to add:
not kiss, neither did they in t
be that kissing really falls int
one of the chaps told me an
only-sex contacts.

th t n l. e to 1)]([ on t]l()se l’hlngS or Cllll'lvatf: a

i crete experience . . .

y were for one or the other reason not availablé,
ways agreeing with their choice. It is really a5
h the kissing that puzzles me; maybe}
almost all of my acquaintances did ;
he intercourse with women. It must ;
o the more sentiment-bound realm
d that it is therefore banned from the

Bloomington, Indiana, July 14, 1953
X -

KIN"SI%: rTlSterial in your letters connnuei;s to bet?;ilrlie?:;hl(t

ive i ing the situati .
has gi a totally new idea concerning .
?taiv?):l?:ln'br:eof great help if we could get together some day an

5 . the opportunity. . . .

In the meridional zone [Naples] you find much more anal ten- 1 y,lve‘shall watch for Pp
dencies than in Milano or the north. I think to be right in the (¢
general statement that the Italians in general have very well shaped §

and big male organs; at any rate much bigger than the Arab as an
average has. ;

‘Greece, 1953

INSEY ; 2 :
5 T\())Vhit I met in the parks were some mgem'ously ’"te:f:fi
- . —even
s - e others I took by surprise
I should not omit to tell you' that in those rooms where | _;‘18'175 ;““ t‘; g?ﬁch:r‘é:c?fsleeping on benches I work dth'cm slo‘:l']lzif
: X " literal sens crude in doing so
occ?ljlona]llly wccr; i~ }Tlth " " up to a better presence! Nobody thought I;Ife the parks the majority
o ¥ W UK U - everybody agreed. Those about‘ ten cases X ol obkmeotiSe.
it ook place ot inclined to accept oral activities but wante O o e Tads
. no - : my will a
d anyhow to impose _ b
. n two cases I achieve ; tting so muc
;\(/I I']I‘a(r;’ I?Ii?}i?ecember #1952 | igreed afterwards that they hadn’t thought hofﬂ%zvougr s
. ] muc
, . o . this method. I'm not very idi
I ' was astonished that here in the north quite in contradiction ¢ pleasure out ot th the open air. Positions are too ridiculous and
to the southern parts is anal intercourse not desired. An almost “§ anal intercourse in
general refusal to kiss or to be kissed and an almost absolute grant- |

: like more
¥ 5o too uncomfortable. It’s somt:tl‘ungkt}]“llt I beﬁ:‘l ;3ch high an
¥ . he Greeks] are no .
: . - i g . . : i ut in bed. Maybe [t - d-
Ing to oral intercourse or manual activities. Also in their marita] § and more b iful as the Italians are but they show oftep more kin
status they do not as a rule kiss or to enjoy in general all the J extent leal:::o‘:,e; asking or accepting is done in a nicer way h
delaying steps in our procedutt on the way to final orgasm. | was - ncss afso et in this comparison that Athens is ... much more
twice refused to use the tongue as perfectly un-exciting. There ijs a § not to forg

e is at least in publlc places.
funny feature: | found—especlally soldiers—quite a few who told § a tough cash basis o stop 1 was absolutely struck by the beauty
me openly that they are mastutbating pretty often . . . On a short [train] stop

y partners were always holy pictureS‘;
y just above the very bed where so un-holy

e it
ol &

| i i he train pass. |
! : ited with some friends to see t _
The typical latin attitude [is] to have a fiancee that only might § of a gél}i] 'Whr?] “::i: nii[ation SO Sl o o= of.ab_out .1 ﬁuzg
be kissed and touched in the upper parts of her body leads to the il showed mii Sgouted wion ko IO R Greeh g
final result, when the guy has said good night to his girl he either k- laughed an auesd, il exelemcih .o Sop a8 i Greck
goes—if he has enough money to a brothel or that he masturbates, #§' each other that | wa

’s the southern
that the Greek has a feeling for male a}]:pear:nc;:. (l)tn s t;e coRioaty,
. . oI,
. . othing to be ashame ; .

- accept his activities too. Now—there is an other group that told ?mtude, th.e bzﬁztlsca[:l givegyou a lot of pleasure. No difference
me just as sternly: masturbation? Never. What does that mean to € IE¥ sofet:::ég belongs to. To me it is always anew a decP. pl‘]ea::zﬁ
us? Without having a body and a female one under me I don’t ¥ what the y Idiers hand in hand, laborers too, [embr?llelg h
enjoy anything, Masturbating I only did as a ragazzo, but not as to:sex .thosi Zo ; nd sweating, men wheresoever embracing eac
a man. That might be in accordance to the also mentioned trait, other in all dirt a

If some hs. cross his path in this state of things, he will of course
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e Greek pseuli—what means the male organ—ther_ehwas fe(:’:r:hz
igger hello and everybody wantgd to make da_tes wit Fr;:: r he
ext two hours. It’s a very charming and open ]gklng with a slig
stroke of more heart in it than 1 met at the Italians.

other. Things you will never find in the countries of the North herg,
in those surroundings you can make love just as you take a cup off
[tea]. It was astonishing how many turned around or made some
remarks, or gave me understanding glances.
I can well say that in the most of the conversations I had wj
the guys one statement was repeated time and again: we prefer an; &
intercourse also with women. Athens—as world town—showed ndt
this reluctance as the other places as to oral activities But kissing *
also here very seldom practiced . . . When | asked the proper Greeks
if they had not quite a good deal of own countrymen who live witﬁ
them . .. they agreed . . . but mentioned also that everything in this!
direction is quite hidden. :
I went for a weekend down to Rhodes, the little island whid

Denmark, 1954

TO KINSEY ‘ o .
;([have been] in Denmark and it was quite interesting to

1 o

bserve the difference in the behavior of those Nor.therns s.md als
o th imil rything is that is called
‘on the other hand to see how similar everything h
'scx Most of my partners belonging to the same classes :lis ere
8 CI.'C‘ ;’villing to kiss and showed also in the whole morE % easu}:':;-

" to get involved in technical variations. But there was nobody wi
i wanted to have anal intercourse neither in the passive or active
-~ way.
F Cinemas are not found there. What takes Elace h:isl t-:})1 hapE;rcl

the pu
nths . . . at the beach, etc.
at only the few warmer mo ‘ . :
WC'’s }itoilets] are now in an impeccable shape. no ho}is _anym:)rc;
| .the police took care of that. But the urinals are still importan
- | or heaven. . ..
~ milestones on the way to hel ‘ .
] A There is something in the northern behavior of mzilklng Iovle,
that makes it more pleasant to the hs. partner, the act is I](l)]l' o:c ty
just a physical relaxation, but some feell.ngs_enter mtod thz bes;
they—and that’s a very essential point—enjoy it more an tAl !
* word might be: enjoy it deeper, than souther‘n colleagues. Also
general feature was that more of them are willing to engage in own
iviti i te: . i

tivities with the hs. playma ' )
L In Denmark are a good deal of “boardinghouses for ll:xloys'
* who came in conflict with the law; the storleshcm;T hear? ari.tezg:
4 i it i e it’s bad enough. Not a few
.~ ble, and if only half of it is tru : :
: ers’,’ had regular anal intercourse with the youngsters, but ;ﬁhl;\(l)ﬁfi
in many cases by force, sadistic excesses were not scldon;.@lg ; ;rd
were in a high degree masturbating, the elder ones

mostly relations with the younger ones.

Greek sailors. I picked up about ten of them ... Another grou
could not understand that I was not willing to take them all but
wanted to have to do only with two of them. With two other ones’
I went to the beach and we had a good time there. One of them &
waiting for his turn. There was always a lot of fresh joking going &
on and things are taken very natural. . . . o
Now American sailors, certainly the freshest and cleanest one
can find or imagine . . . they are cold and without the slightest sex, .
They are sexy made up and are at the same time the most unsexy -
men. All their joking is so ingenious or on the other hand so child-
ish, their touching each other eould in the same second also become
a punching, they have not 4 single bit of this sexual nature, this
animal beauty and animal bestiality, that in fine shades can be seen &
on the Italian. And don’t fofget one trait which is important too; '«
how many Italian men are ctying, crying out of an abundance of
feelings . . . , 3
There was a small trait that pleased me [with the Greeks],
almost all of them asked me “what’s your name,” and with this
little question was entering some more personal element in the rela-
tion; it was not as with most of the Italians almost an unpersonal & '
encounter in which only counts the facts that one of the l:wc:. has Greece, Egypt and Turkey, September 12, 1954
a male organ and the other a mouth or sphincter . . . especially ar X TO KINSEY fel rienced in North Africa I
Rhodes, but also in Athens, when I passed a party in some little ... Everything I had seen, e}tl, ZXPE rved in Liberia 1 recog-
bar with 5—6 sailors and some civilians there was a big hello and found again in Egypt and what I had obse _
I had to join them, when they ask me what I liked best and I stated
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nized to a high degree in the surroundings of Upper Egypt; and¥
also just as well corresponding to the situation in Senegal or Sudan

I think we are perfectly agreeing that one has to take into}
account in any judgement of sexual behavior the general as well
the individual environment of the persons in question, this strong!|
sun in Egypt, the deep difference of the poor, the unbelievable
crowdness on any spot where they are living together, the general
undeniable innate melancholy—a take-it-easy attitude—certainly,
also born from the fatalism of their religion, have their influence !
on the sexual comportment. :

Greece: | started off for Greece in the beginning of August. I

arrived in Athens in the evening. Immediately I went to the well- -

remembered places and found a sailor; we went to a big park. Anal
intercourse was what the sailor liked. But he also kissed and i
caressed. Already in this first Greek contact I felt a certain differ- ¢
ence between Greek and Italian: the urge to have sex seems to be
stronger, more ingenuous; in the two days I met more men who !
had sex with me without asking for money than in the whole year -

were kissing and participating in sexual mutual activities.

This first evening I had four anal intercourses and four oral =
ones. Among which the last one was an American, tall as a giant 5
and standing in the men’s room masturbating himself. When [ &

entered he left his job to me and finally said “Thanks a lot.” That .
I book as a feature of national difference. It’s seldom that a Greek

or Italian will say thank you for this kind of cooperation! In my :
hotel were two Americans; and 1 have to add, where ever I saw

American “queens” they are worse than those of any nation, |
because also in this field you people present the “super” of
everything. :

It is amazing how highly developed the Greeks “leading capac-
ity is: one short look and the guy turns around and knows exactly
what it all is about. But this quality doubtlessly is even more spread |
out among the Arabs or the Egyptians. A place like this big park
in-Athens can’t be easily found any other place: it’s certainly one
of the sexiest gardens 1 know.

The officer informed me that the Air Force is widely known

to foster quite a few hs. “compulsive” as well as—of course much
:

O e A e
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;re “facultative” types. (That was also confirmed to me by
Lanother Greek well-to-do-hs.)

R

Turkey: First of all I was struck by the general dirtiness of this

land. Arriving at one o’clock a.m. was not mluch time l;ft [iad'i:
into investigative night excursions. I just ran into some 5 soldl

ho really reacted positively, but intended to go with me—all 5 of

:them. Not knowing the general conditions yet, peither t;l; pOSSlbll;—l
" ties of finding some adequate placg nor the habits o_f rok lré)g s;extl;l

partners | had to renounce. The big bunch_ of soldiers 12 abso 1:1 iny
" “misleading,” and one can stare at them without any understanding

from their end. Sailors are more receiving and I met a n_l(l:]e mc-)rlrjlz)r:lg]
in a public park two, who both wanted and had sexfw;lt m:[;akin
‘anal and with much enthusiasm. 1 thopght most of t ’?}T 2 tg
love very good speaking from a technical viewpoint. They try

enjoy this act as much as possible. Their technique is :fm'a.l ipterci
course. No kissing, no touching, no interest in oral activities an

‘not even excepting their organs. Their belfind is a }}oly realm—f]u}?t
‘as all the other Arabians I know, certainly the influence of the

: ! in this ti : igi i in thi . One could not
nere n laly; out of the thittcen cases in this time were five who {8 * raditional partly religious attitude in this aspect

speak about any refinement or “building-up” procedure but the

" actual intromission is skillfully performed and ejaculation as long
i as possible repressed. That in difference to the Arabs.

[ want to stress: they [the Turks] are not aware In the way an

Arab is. There are quite a few who have tasted tl_1e for‘biddf:n fruit:l
§ and they are showing their interests in a frightening way no regar

to surrounding; wherever it will be, thex try to.drag you agams;ri _
wall and think in their limited birth—(‘Jstnch-pollcY, now eg:n rnand
blinded by sexual desire, nobody w1.ll see anYFhlng. Rec Eess and
thoughtless they want to arrive at thEIr‘ sat.lsfactlon. (Sc;lme [ ﬁyg ian
soldiers went even further and got their rifles ready when 1 di
inue the game!) . _

wan[iodi(;zl:slting traitgyou have to notice is the toucbmg of theii;
organs all the day long; 1 saw even men, who had their trousers

. this region mended. Sailors—in the most dirty white uniforms I

have ever seen—have dark stains in this area, the same thF so!d}ilers,
many civilians show the same signs. The whole clothing is wit dow:;
any sexual undercurrent. Beauty is seldom and 1 was tempte

~ say to myself: when the Turk is at his best he is Italian like. There
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; 3
are some wonderful looking men and women, but that is the breed;
of old race and general culture and can’t be booked a general.
feature. I had a total of 16 contacts, of which were 14 anal. It’s"fi

certainly the way they prefer most.

§

As little sexy the atmosphere in Turkey is, as much is this the_
case in Cairo. In Egypt the slightest mental touch is enough to.
induce the right reaction—it does not even need the physical touch)’
What surprised me most: Very many country-types up to certainly‘
60 years old showed first of all a very unusual size of their organs’

and furthermore a surprisingly strong erection.

motor pool with some guards walking up and down, | approached

!
I wonder whether heteros. run also into so many ridiculous |
scenes as we certainly do: in Cairo I discovered one evening a big |

A
.
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in gr hree. What
n plain daylight, to follow you mﬂizut;:)s :},lf()::?hzniltd s Wt
e :110 (IJI; lt:l;);:eisaf:nasons——in their rest hour;'sittiﬁg
v cgirtohep had one teenager among them. He was llterz;] y
g the ngUnnd anyd anybody played with him pa_trtly as a mot f;r
;Of_fﬁfed a‘r‘})l%!ld sometimes more as a father with }us b'oy just carest
_Wlth _hel‘ Cbl' ’b t just as much also as a lover wnb h1s counterpart.
R (;lf :hose astonishing editions of miniature men in a
Thefelz(t)i)c():?rrlliver saw on white—reacted perfectly at ease and even
per

with a certain coquetery.

I saw again very clearly the road they are going: embracing,

? X g b
cxc'ted unt‘ll E[ECtlD"’ SIlD vy l"g [hat to e: Cll O tl bl S{ Ezl}:lng Lo EaCh

. as far as procre-
. : i very close to nature
them and after a short while we agreed to climb on one of the & other about that topic, being very

. g inciples of the
o ; inhibited by education princip
trucks and to have sex. So it happened. Hardly finished with the B ation is concerned, not inhibited by

first, showed the second one up, and I also noticed that they had 3 it
woken up the rest of the whole gang who had slept until then iy

their tent. Nobody minded anything and the second one enjoyed

just as much the situation with the spectators as the first one with-
out them. Then I thought more adequate to jump down from the 3

truck and make some dates with those guys for the next day. Far §

from that, they insisted that the whole gang has its rights and the__; -‘_
money for this doubtful pleasure should be paid in advance! | had §

B Satisfaction.

canvas cover of the truck in a dangerous nearness to my pockets,
When 1 refused to continue, rifles were loaded and [ faced this
desired dream of many hs. to be raped by a whole regiment! It was

from this assault of male “rut”,

In Cairo saw a few real hs.; among the natives it’s just as
seldom as it was among the Arabs in Morocco. I had to smile when
I'saw how about 6 waiters of a restaurant reacted when a terrible
made-up queen—probably French—showed up and swayed through
the rooms. Everybody signaled immediately to the next one and a
big relishing smile was alighted on everybody’s face; it was not at
all deprecating, maybe a little bit pitying that one shows so open
what one is made for, but more dominant was the idea: | would
like to have that! I could have had much more sex, if those guys
were not of such an unbelievable negligence of our customs: to yell

B

.

a long struggling and shouting “to help” till I could liberate myself

E
1

2

olders.

The law is against hs. for the time being not inforced. But

. subjects.

ians, j in the
I noticed that many of the Egyptlan's, just as thcici.lrabz vl:ntso
her parts of Africa, are arriving [coming] very qtll y;SSing %0
e 1P hat one does not realize it. Usually I was also m s e
qmd:li);xgt gr other signs of real convulsive outbursts of achieve
groa

Bloomington, Ind., March 30, 1955
YTO X _
KINS]li am again impressed by your ';apacw’ofn?[:eo;li, :[sioal\]r;
e y yo! i
to interpret the social significan '
Obse;f:rr:cl];rding ltfs a remarkable record you are accumulating
you i :

b uls.stiﬂ have no plans worked out for my trip to Europe this

t.
r but I shall let you know as soon as they ahre worked ou
)gf;tainly I hope we shall have a chance to meet then.

Damascus, Lebanon, August 18, 1955

SEY | -
. Tg’sK:?tht that the taxi drivers are the key to séxual life

i i ady in
Imost in all the middle East countries. I noticed ‘tjhat all:;:stsyask
;aniers The driver comes in contact with everybody; to
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ation and unexactness of the “reporters” [and there] remains a

something with this pleasure he had sought.

at ejaculation. There were many of them who had techniques and
liked to engage in a fine build-wp. It’s mostly done in a crude way
but that has for me a high degtee of excitement. They throw you
in a corner, try to push you arbund in a position that suits them
and can’t come quick enough tb the actual part of the body they
like most: the behind.

methods. They also with women have anal intercourse. They are
hugging and caressing but seldom kissing. And several times I got

it. But if so, it’s again rare to have the man kissing another man,
There we are pretty close to the Italian comportment.

him every question and he gets used to reading the mind of his
3 customers. How many girls separate from other groups in which &
# they are coming to the holy land to get into a car with a strong.
i Arab driver and to engage in unholy activities. Deduct the exagger-

impressive daily figure of pre- and extramarital coitus performed
in this way. And the same is of course valid for homos. men.

No doubt can be that for the Latin as for the Oriental man’
sex is essentially always awake. Natural carelessness in quite an
open way must lead in many cases to even closer contacts, The |
meal, the drinks, are in a good many of cases absolutely provocat-
ing sexual activities. Daily language is full of allusions from the h
sexual life. But to come back to the drivers and their assertions, |
It's right that I found everybody of them ready to have a trip with
me. It was even in Jerusalem and in Beyrut [sic] like that; they
stopped and tried with all persuasion to get me in their car. Of
course it’s not quite free from business reflections. But if somebody
opens the door and says come in I have to f. you, so that in the |

g e

first line sexual urge and afterwards he might think of also gaining

My conclusion after having passed through the Arabian lands
is that they are to me the most. attractive in Tangiers—and in the
same time the most unsatisfactory in the act. Their sexual demands §
here in the East are highly developed and after two jerks they are §

That certainly is the preferred way and only a few want ora]

this answer, that the country people will never engage in kissing 8
- but town men start now by and by to get used to it and to demand

When asked about real compulsive homos. types I got unani- k
/ mously the answer—in Jerusalem maybe 3, maybe 4 in the whole g
town, but not more! But just as promptly was admitted that all the &
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st has nothing against making love with a man in the masculine

\part. I learned about some younger chaps Who get real]}f married
. with the older ones, who also buy them officially from their parents
'f"and look after the house; they dress them‘ and treat them very
& womanlike. It’s down in South Arabia, Hedjas [a town].

: T
[ think it is very interesting what one man told me: “very few

{?of us are homosexual but in our youth it often happens that we
. have contacts with elder ones who use us as a sexual outlet—-that
 changes very soon and we start ou{selves. Quite a few of the prlesilts
'~ invite you, and after a not bad dinner you can’t refuse them t ;
favor they ask you for—more seldom but it happened to me an

- others occurs that with the nuns—if anybod}” of our peop.le heard
- that somebody had had sex with me and he. in the masculine part,
it would be impossible for the rest of my life: whenever 1 had tcT
L speak up in community this man would come forward and say:
" how can you open your mouth, you who has got my seed—we
- would be deeply ashamed, whilst we know very Wcll ‘that for YOE
- is that [sexual acts] all the same—but most of us like it very muc
#  to have sex with men—there are some tribes also today where the

" boy gets married to the elder man.”

Bloomington, Ind., September 14, 1955
KINSEY TO X _

.. I am increasingly surprised at your great capacity to get
around into all sorts of places and to interpret what you see and
how people are reacting, with the acumen that you show. It is too
bad that you did not get into scientific work where your capacity

' to become acquainted with diverse cultures could have l"JCen uti-
lized. You could have done excellently as an anthropologist. . . .

[
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